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garden2012 
Bloom where you are planted. 

To all, 
     Welcome!  The purpose of this letter is to forward registration information related to the 2012 
State Master Gardener Conference to be held September 28th, 29th and 30th on Courthouse Square 
in Warren, Ohio.  The title of the conference is garden2012 with a theme of “Bloom where you 
are planted”.  The title and theme were selected from a number of entries during a several 
month long process of juried selection along with artwork that represents the theme.  The 
conference will have an urban flavor and focus on re-imagining public and private space to 
include notions related to horticulture and agriculture.  Courthouse Square in Warren is the site 
of Trumbull County’s 1895 Courthouse and surrounding greenspace that will be the home to the 
campus of the state conference.  Several governmental and non-profit organizations have joined 
the Trumbull County Master Gardeners in providing an opportunity for the conference to offer 
educational programming to conference attendees.  There are several adjacent venue sites for 
Master Gardener Volunteer lectures and presentations as well as open air space for the public to 
enjoy horticultural programming and vending opportunities.   
     The keynote speaker for the event is Will Allen of Growing Power, Inc. of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.  Will Allen is often considered the country’s foremost urban gardener and has a 
number of unique thoughts and programs related to improving environmental literacy and local 
food sourcing.  Other prominent speakers for the event are Coach Mark Smallwood of the 
Rodale Institute, Dr. James Tew of The Ohio State University Entomology Department, John A. 
Blakeman of the Ohio Prairie Association and Brad Masi, founder of the George Jones Farm and 
New Agrarian Center of Oberlin, Ohio.  Some OSU Extension Educators and OARDC staff that 
will be participating are Denise Ellsworth, David Marrison and Joe Kovach.  Over thirty-one 
speakers will provide a wide variety of learning opportunities.  In addition to the conference 
content related to horticulture and agriculture The Ohio State University Jazz Band will cap an 
all-afternoon Jazz Festival being held in Warren’s Amphitheatre adjacent to Courthouse Square. 
Also, Trumbull Art Gallery will kick off the conference weekend by offering a reception prior to 
the State Master Gardener Banquet on Friday night which will follow a day of tours that 
attendees can enjoy.   
We look forward to your safe travel and a great weekend!   
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Friday September 28     
           9 a.m.                   Registration (Eastern Gateway Community College@ Atrium Building) 
           11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Bus Tours commence for Ashtabula Wine Country Tour, Draime Garden/Villa  
                                           Maria Tour, Fellows Riverside Garden Tour 
           4 p.m. to 6 p.m.   State Master Gardener Conference Reception at Trumbull Art Gallery  
                                           (featuring Garden in the Alley) 
           6 p.m.to 9 p.m.    State Master Gardener Banquet [Western Reserve Community Room/Wean 
                                           Foundation] 
 
 
Saturday September 29 
           8 a.m.                   Registration (Eastern Gateway Community College @Atrium Building)  
           9 a.m.                   Conference class schedule begins at seven venues adjacent Courthouse Square 
                                        Ask an Expert Training Commences 
          10 a.m.                  Local Landmark and Historical Tours Begin  
          10 a.m.                  Conference Keynote Speech (Will Allen) [Western Reserve Community  
                                            Room/Wean Foundation Building] 
          12 p.m.-1 p.m.      Lunch and Vendor Break  
          12 p.m.-1 p.m.      State Master Gardener Luncheon with Will Allen [Western Reserve  
                                            Community Room/Wean Foundation Building] 
          1 p.m.                    Conference class schedule commences 
          12 p.m.-6 p.m.       Jazz Festival at Warren Amphitheatre 
 
 
           
 Sunday September 30 
           10 a.m.                 Conference Closes (Remarks, Thanks and Goodbye) [Western Reserve  
                                            Community Room/Wean Foundation Building] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  EMPOWERMENT THROUGH EDUCATION 



Session Descriptions & Presenters’ Biographies (select preferred speakers you wish to attend in left column and return)  
 Will Allen – Keynote Speaker for the 2012 Master Gardener State Conference. 

Topic:  The State of Urban Agriculture and the Experiences of Growing Power 
Will Allen is a McArthur Fellow and founder of Growing Power, Inc. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Growing Power has spread to 
many cities across the U.S. and promotes providing high quality, healthy, safe, and affordable food to all residents of the 
community regardless of economic standing.  Will is nationally recognized and one of the most influential leaders in the urban 
agriculture movement. 

 Michelle Adkins, Jackie Mills, Lynne Nagy 
Topic:  4-H Programs in Urban Areas: A Success Story  
4-H is a hands-on developmental program for youth throughout the world.  While it has a strong agricultural heritage, the 
program is applicable to many different audiences.  This session will introduce the 4-H program and the many opportunities, 
projects available, and share the experience of developing a 4-H program in an urban area. 

 Michael Benedict  
Topic: Ecological Services of Urban Gardens: The Hidden Benefits 
Michael began his career as a field biologist working in research and conservation projects in the tropics.  Over the years he 
held different technical and managerial positions in consulting companies, non-profits, and agencies, broadening the scope of 
his work to include land management and protection.  He is a faculty member and co-director of Hiram College’s Environment 
Studies Program.  He carries out research with forest ecology and watersheds, applying geographic information systems in his 
work.  

 Milene Benedict  
Topic: Green Corps Program: The Use of Urban Agriculture to Teach Life Skills and Applied Science to High School  
             Students in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District 
Milene is Site Manager of the Midtown Learning Farm affiliated with the Cleveland Botanical Garden. She is a field biologist 
with over 20 years of practical experience.  Her career started working with mammals and doing ecological studies in the 
Savannas of Mato Grosso, Brazil.  She has taught high school biology and in recent years has applied her biological 
background as manager in a landscaping business and in forest management projects, including forest pest control and cycling 
of carbon and water in managed forests.  As manager of an urban farm in the Green Corps Program of the Cleveland Botanical 
Garden she leads 15 to 20 students over the summers on a work-study program, using urban agriculture as a tool to teach 
applied science and life skills. 

 Josh Beniston 
Topic: Understanding and Improving Soils 
A native of Youngstown, Ohio, with a BS in Plant Biology and an MS in Soil Science, Josh has spent most of his adult life 
working on sustainable agriculture and land management projects.  Currently he is completing a Ph.D. at The Ohio State 
University where his research is focused on understanding and improving soils in urban areas.  At OSU he is a research and 
teaching associate at the internationally recognized Carbon Management and Sequestration Center.  Josh has also worked 
extensively as a landscape designer focused on ecologically designed and managed landscapes.   

 John A. Blakeman  
Topic: Urban Native-plants Gardening: Prairie Grasses, Flowers, and Shrubs 
John is a retired high school biology teacher and an expert in the history of Ohio’s native tallgrass prairies.  He is the Chief 
Executive of the Ohio Prairie Association; their mission is to promote knowledge, appreciation, conservation, restoration, 
management, and expansion of Ohio prairie communities and their native plant and animal species to individuals, conservation 
organizations, public agencies, educational institutions and others with an interest in native ecosystems.  As proprietor of 
Meadow Environments LLC, he professionally designs and installs prairie restorations and landscapes and is particularly 
focused on the creation of prairie and beach grass environments on Lake Erie’s waterfronts.  Additionally, he is a master 
falconer, specializing in the study of red-tailed hawks and other local raptors. 

 Jaime Bouvier 
Topic: Illegal Fowl: A Survey of Backyard Chicken Laws and a Guide for Municipal Regulation of Urban Hens 
As the movement towards backyard chickens continues to grow, many cities are facing the decision of whether to allow 
residents to keep chickens and if so, how to effectively regulate them to ally nuisance concerns.  This presentation will first 
give background information that city leaders will need to better understand the benefits of keeping backyard hens and dispel 
many of the myths that urban dwellers have about chickens.  The presentation will then give the results of a study of the 
municipal laws regulating backyard chickens in the 100 most populous cities in the United States.  The presentation will end 
with a model ordinance for regulating backyard hens.   

 Carl F. Chuey 
Topic:  Native Ferns for Your Garden 
Which native ferns do you want to introduce to your garden?  Which ones to avoid!  Dr. Chuey holds a B. S. from Youngstown 
University, an M.S. from Ohio University, an Honorary Ed.D. from Ohio Christian College, and is currently in a Ph.D. 
program at The Ohio State University.  He is a Professor of Biological Sciences at Youngstown State University and Curator of 
the Herbarium at YSU, (4th largest in Ohio and soon to be 3rd largest).  

 Denise Ellsworth 
Topic I: Phenology: Using a Biological Calendar to Predict Bloom Time and Insect Activity 
Topic II: The Power of Pollinators: Who Are They, Why They Matter and What Every Gardener can Do To Help  
                Conserve Them 



Denise directs the honey bee and native pollinator education program through the OSU Department of Entomology on the 
OARDC campus in Wooster.  Her areas of emphasis are bee health and integrated pest management, pollinator identification, 
conservation and habitat enhancement and plant and insect phenology.  She supports and teaches beekeepers, farmers and 
gardeners through a variety of workshops, written materials and electronic resources. 

 Jessica Hickey  
Topic: Bats and Their Benefits 
Jessica currently works with the Davey Resource Group.  Her topic is related to the beneficial aspects of bats.  Bats have been 
spoken about in legends and folklore for centuries.  Their nighttime behavior has lent itself to myths and misinformation that 
provoke violence against the species.  Bats are beneficial creatures that are necessary pollinators for numerous plants to thrive 
and also naturally control insect populations that can devastate cropland.  Bats can be encouraged to be a part of a residential 
setting in controlled situations.  This presentation will provide education about bats, dispelling some of the myths out there and 
will also cover the current threats to their health and well-being.  It will also show how they can benefit humans in a number of 
ways and working with bats, not against them, is good for all species. 

 
 

Elsa Higby  
Topic: Community Supported Agriculture As Food Security 
Elsa is Director of GROW Youngstown.  This presentation will focus on the various ways in which communities support local 
specialty crop agriculture.  Marketing models, the historic role of agriculture in the city, its use as a tool for revitalization, and 
the role food plays in security, both national and local, will be discussed. 

 Scott Hill  
Topic: Permanent Land Protection  in Northeastern Ohio and the Associated Social and Economic Impact 
Scott earned a Bachelor degree in Biology from Cleveland State University and completed a graduate outdoor education course 
Offered by The Ohio State University.   Scott is the Eastern Field Director for WRLC and is responsible for leading all aspects 
of the land protection program in Ashtabula, Mahoning, Trumbull, Geauga, Mahoning and Columbiana Counties.  This 
includes developing landowner relationships, securing conservation deals, cultivating political support and building community 
outreach.  He has worked as a commercial fisherman in Alaska, was self-employed as owner of Grand River Timberframes, 
Inc. and Headwaters Wildlife Management, Inc., specializing in resolving human-animal conflicts, habitat modification, 
capture and removal of animals, as well as educating property owners.  He has served as a board member of multiple 
conservancy organizations, has created wetlands, ponds and food plots for wildlife, has conducted research on coyotes, deer 
diseases, raccoon rabies, and has built “clover” traps for the capture of whitetail deer in urban areas in Northern Ohio. He 
serves on the NRAC District 6 Board which votes on the use of Clean Ohio funds in Trumbull and Mahoning Counties and 
ODNR has appointed Scott to the Ashtabula River Advisory Council.   

 Ryan D. Hottle 
Topic:  Biochar and Beyond:  Solving the Hunger-Climate-Energy Challenge in the 21st Century  
Biochar, a charcoal material derived from biomass, has been proposed as a means of sequestering carbon, generating energy 
and improving soils.  Ryan D. Hottle is a Ph.D. student at The Ohio State University Carbon Management and Sequestration 
Center, will talk about both the promises and pitfalls of biochar.  He will explore other innovative strategies for dealing with 
the “tilemma” of climate change, food insecurity and energy depletion.  The presentation will also include demonstration of 
various biochar production systems.       

 
 

Kadey Kimpel 
Topic:  Herbs 
Kadey is a self-taught herb enthusiast enjoying her passion after a full teaching career in public schools.  Kadey has taken her 
interest in the culinary aspect of herbs and their use to a new level by embracing the entrepreneurship aspect of herb vinegars 
and their various uses.  Kadey is the second MGV-Trumbull presenter amongst conference participants.    

 Joseph Kovach  
Topic: Polyculture Systems and Urban Agriculture 
Joseph is Director of the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) program and an Associate Professor of Entomology at The Ohio 
State University.  He works with faculty to use ecological principles to sustainably manage pests.  He is currently conducting 
research on urban agricultural systems.  He has extensive international experience and has implemented IPM on grower farms 
in   East Africa (Uganda/Kenya/Tanzania), Central America (Honduras) and Eastern Europe.  He will present the results of a 6-
year study of an intensive fruit and vegetable polyculture growing system and how it applies to urban agriculture.  Ecological 
principles such as increasing ecosystem stability, bio-diversity and the impact on disease and insect management will be 
examined.  Profitability will also be addressed. Finally, Joe will discuss his current research on growing food on a parking lot. 

 David L. Marrison 
Topic: Giant Hogweed: A Dangerous Giant in Northeast Ohio (2 presentations) 
David is an Associate Professor and Extension Educator for OSU Extension and since 1997 has served as County Extension 
Director for Ashtabula County in Northeast Ohio.  He received his Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Education and 
Agricultural Economics in 1990 from The Ohio State University and a Master’s Degree in Education from Purdue University 
in 1992. Mr. Marrison served as a Horticultural Intern for the Walt Disney Company in 1990 for the Land Pavilion in the 
EPCOT Center.  He taught Agricultural Science & Horticulture at North Montgomery High School in Crawfordsville, Indiana 
from 1992-1997, receiving both the Indiana Young Vocational Teacher of the Year and the Indiana Young Agricultural  
Science Teacher of the Year awards. In 2007 he received the Excellence in Extension Award, OSU Extension’s highest honor, 
and in 2010 he received the National Association of County Agricultural Agents Distinguished Service award, the highest 
award of this organization.  



 Kim Mascerella 
Topic: The Role of Local Government in the Promotion of Food Initiatives 
Kim is Director of Zoning for Howland Township and a graduate of Youngstown State University.  Kim, along with several 
other Howland Township officials, was responsible for the creation of the Howland Farmer’s Market.  The goal of the Farmer’s 
Market was to connect local populations with local food sources and introduce concepts of sustainability and capacity for local 
application. By connecting local government with local suppliers and consumers, Kim has been able to provide a unique blend 
of service and responsibility to the people of Howland Township. 

 Brad Masi 
Topic: Weaving Local Food Webs in Urban Centers 
Brad is an independent consultant with 19 years of experience in local food systems development, non-profit management, and 
ecological design.  A social entrepreneur, writer, filmmaker, community organizer, and teacher, Brad is one of the early 
innovators in the local food systems development in Northeast Ohio, beginning his work co-founding a local food purchasing 
initiative as a student at Oberlin College in 1990. Brad founded the George Jones Farm and Nature Preserve in 2000 on a 70-
acre farmstead owned by Oberlin College, following several years of work on sustainable agriculture education at the college. 
He produced the film Polycultures – Food Where We Live, a feature documentary about local food efforts in Northeast Ohio  
and co-authored the 25% Shift study that identified strategic options for broader-scale food localization in Northeast Ohio.  
Presently he pursues freelance work in local food systems development, teaching, consulting, writing and filmmaking.  

 Liberty B. Merrill 
Topic: Urban Agriculture for Neighborhood Revitalization  
Liberty is Program Coordinator for Lots of Green, a nationally recognized vacant land re-use program of the Youngstown 
Neighborhood Development Corporation (YNDC).  She holds an M.S. in Sustainable Systems from Slippery Rock University 
and has past experience in the diverse fields of agriculture, construction, and community organizing, giving her a strong 
background in project facilitation and management.  Previously she handled harvest and sales for three working organic farms, 
also providing farmer’s market management support and working to develop resident-led community garden projects.  She 
developed and coordinated the first full-fledged Market Gardener Training Program in Youngstown, and continues to 
coordinate multiple innovative land re-use and food production strategies in Youngstown.  

 Lucinda B. Miller, Ph.D. 
Topic: Backyard Poultry and Rabbits 
Dr. Miller is an Assistant Professor with The Ohio State University Extension.  As an Extension Specialist, 4-H Youth 
Development, Miller is responsible for providing leadership to Ohio 4-H small animal and companion animal science 
programs, focusing on life skills, best practices, and career development.  She also provides leadership to 4-H PetPALS, a 
volunteer leader-directed intergenerational program linking youth and their pets with senior adults.  She is recognized 
nationally for her work in companion animal science, along with curriculum development in this field.  Dr. Miller has a 
professional and personal interest in backyard poultry, rabbits, Nigerian Dwarf goats, and animal-assisted activities.   

 Jackie Mills  
Topic: Agricultural Education and the Urban 4-H Experience 
Jackie Mills is a 1998 Certified OSUE Master Gardener Volunteer.  Jackie has managed the School Enrichment Program for 
the Ohio State University Extension – Trumbull County for several years.  She and her committee currently serve over 400 
students in the Warren City School District and Howland Township School District.  Jackie recently enjoyed the latest 
challenge of her School Enrichment career by engaging the Warren Alternative School in order to provide horticultural 
education to at-risk students in a number of creative ways. 

 Dr. Lynne Nagy 
Topic: Agriculture Education and the Urban 4-H Experience 
Dr. Nagy earned her Ph.D. at Cleveland State University and has worked at the undergraduate and graduate level at Ashland 
University.  Recently she served as Principal of the Warren Alternative School in the Warren City School District. 

 Christopher Norman 
Topic: CSA’s and Their Growing Importance as a Source of Food 
Chris graduated from the Honors Tutorial College of Ohio University with a Bachelor of Arts in history, and in 2008 graduated 
from Cleveland State University with a Masters Degree in Urban Planning, Design and Development, receiving the Wallace G. 
Teale Prize awarded to the outstanding graduate urban planning student for his work on community food planning and 
sustainability.  Recent accomplishments include the separate incorporation of  Crown Point Ecology Center as a 501c3 (which 
he serves as Executive Director), the co-creation of the Summit Food Policy Coalition, and facilitation of Hattie’s Gardens, a 
new pilot project with Hattie Larlham, all parts of Chris’ ambition to enhance sustainability at Crown Point while improving 
the quality of life and environment for all area residents, especially the under-served. 

 
 

Sister Jane Omlor 
Topic: Spinning Straw into Green Gold 
Sister Jane has been a Sister of St. Francis for 50 years and has an MA form Notre Dame. After spending 12 years in 
elementary and secondary education, she moved to West Virginia and became a self-taught potter, started a preschool, and 
built, out of recycled materials, a traditional strawbale Chapel and an Ecology Center (The Web of Life).  Six years ago Sister 
Jane returned to the Franciscan Motherhouse in Tiffin, teaching pottery and environmental education, and is presently heading 
up a strawbale house project on the campus of St. Francis which is nearing completion. She will present a step-by-step 
description of the construction of the passive solar strawbale house.  The house is powered by the wind and sun and has many 
fascinating energy efficient features.  Sister Jane is motivated to demonstrate alternatives to coal burning energy.   



 Paul Pfeifer 
Topic: Draime Estate Gardens 
Paul has 22 years of experience in public horticulture, including positions with Draime Estate Gardens of Kent State 
University, the Cleveland Botanical Garden, the Chicago Botanic Garden and Gwinn Estate. He has 2 undergraduate degrees in 
horticulture, from Purdue University and The Ohio State University, and is currently pursuing a Master of Public Administra-
tion degree from Kent State University.  He has served internships at the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University and at 
Studebaker Nurseries in New Carlisle, Ohio.  

 Amy Reeher 
Topic: Recycle the Rain: The Homeowner’s Solution to Storm Water Pollution 
Amy is the Trumbull Soil and Water Conservation District’s Watershed Coordinator.  Her main duties include education and 
outreach, watershed planning, aquatic habitat management and storm water program management.  She is a graduate of 
Chatham University with a Bachelor of Science in Biology.  She is a recipient of the Ohio Association of Soil and Water 
Conservation District Employees 2001 Ohio Conservation District Professional Award.  She is currently the Chair of the 
Shenango Conservancy and the Penn Ohio Watershed Association and Associate Director for the Mercer County Conservation 
District Board of Directors. 
 

 Stephanie Sferra 
Topic: So You Want to Plan a Group Event – How to Use Local Quasi-Government Resources to Your Benefit 
Since 2006 Stephanie is executive director for the Trumbull County Tourism Bureau and has nearly 40 years of experience in 
communications marketing.  Her career in tourism began during the summer of 1989 when she drove a tour bus along 
Washington D.C.’s Federal Mall and through Arlington National Cemetery, and subsequently was named the company’s sales 
and marketing manager.  In 1992 she accepted a marketing position with a Northern Virginia ground transportation company 
primarily targeting both international and domestic leisure and business travelers.   In her role at the Trumbull County Tourism 
Bureau she is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the bureau as well as the development and implementation of 
marketing programs designed to promote the area as a premier destination to the traveling public.     

 Coach Mark Smallwood 
Topic: Straw Bale Gardening 
Mark is an Executive Director for the well-known Rodale Institute in Kutztown, Pennsylvania.  His professional experience has 
been dedicated to environmental sustainability efficiency and conservation.  Since joining Rodale Institute in December 2010, 
he has brought heritage livestock back to Rodale Institute’s 333-acre farm, expanded and enhanced Rodale Institute’s research 
efforts, as well as launched “Your 2 Cents”, a national campaign to support and promote new organic farmers. 

 Kathy Smith  
Topic: From Urban Gardens to Rural Forests: The Invasive Species Impact 
This session will cover the impacts invasive species are having on our natural environment (both plants and insects), 
identification of some common non-native invasive species and some general control options.  Also covered will be some key 
invasives that we need to keep on our radar screens. 

 Matthew Sorrick  
Topic: Connecting  People With Nature Through Gardening 
Matt is a Hiram College professor.  Trends show a precipitous decline in time spent outdoors.  The statistics are staggering as 
our over-scheduled, electronic-driven world continually pulls people indoors and away from nature.  Gardening may be the 
answer.  In the process, we might just save the environment. 

 Ellen Speicher 
Topic: Gardening with Native Plants 
Ellen is currently the Assistant Horticulture Director of Mill Creek MetroParks in Mahoning County.  She previously worked 
as Horticulture Director at the Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Garden in Pittsburgh.  She holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Biology (emphasis in Botany) from Youngstown State University. 

 Dr. James E. Tew 
Topic: Honey Bees’ Place in the Suburban Garden 
Dr. Tew is an Associate Professor of Entomology at The Ohio State University.  Since 1978 Dr. Tew has taught classes, 
provided extension services, and conducted applied research on honey bees and honey bee behavior, specifically pollination 
behavior.  From 1987-1995 he served as the National Program Leader for Beekeeping for the USDA Extension Service, 
Washington, D.C.  Presently Dr. Tew is conducting a regionalized cooperative extension beekeeping project with Auburn 
University.  Additionally, he has written many beekeeping articles for beekeeping journals and currently has a basic beekeeping 
book in publication. 

 MaryAnn York 
Topic: Orchids 
MaryAnn is a self-taught orchid enthusiast.  She learned part of what she knows and shares about orchids from her Extension 
Educator sibling growing up in Tennessee.  She also benefitted greatly from a mentor relationship with a tremendously gifted 
friend who guided her through the learning process.  MaryAnn grows a large number of varieties of orchids which she 
transported to Ohio from her retail greenhouse location in Tennessee several years ago.  She has a continuing eye for the 
unique and challenging epiphyte and loves to share her knowledge with others.  
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                                         Registration Form      garden2012  

  State Master Gardener Conference 
 The Ohio State University Extension 
         September 28 – 30, 2012 
Court House Square‐Warren, Ohio 

The 2012 State Master Gardener Conference is open to Certified Master Gardeners, 
Master Gardener Interns, and their guest* 

 
    
    
   Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   Preferred Name for Name Badge: ___________________________________________________ 
 
   Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   City: _________________________________________________________ Zip Code: ______ 
 
    Phone Number: _______________________  e-mail address: ____________________________     
 
    Master Gardener in _________________________________________County or Guest: ______ 

 
    Credit Card # and type ____________________________________________________________ 
     
    Expiration Date____________________  Security Code (three digit # from back of card)______ 
  

Return Completed Registration and your selections of sessions to: 
 

                                                              OSU Extension/Trumbull County 
                                                                 520 West Main Street, Suite #1 
                                                                       Cortland, OH  44410 
                                                                 Attention: Dr. Michael Paquet 

 
                                                           Make checks payable to: OSU Extension 

Please put State Conference in the memo line 
Payment for registration is BY CHECK and Credit Card ONLY 

        *Guest will not be guaranteed any Saturday classes until after Early Bird registration to insure 
           that Certified Master Gardeners and Master Gardener Interns have first choice of all classes. 
   Please note any special auxiliary aids/services you may need: _______________________ 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
  ________________________________________________________________ 
   



                                                              PAYMENT INFORMATION 
Early Bird Registration:  August 1 – August 25 (must be postmarked by August 25)     

                                               Amount          Paid 

Certified Master Gardeners and Master Gardener Interns       $115           _______ 

Non-Master Gardener Guest                     $175           ______ 
Late Registration:  August 26 – September 12 

Certified Master Gardeners and Master Gardener Interns                     $145        _______    

Non‐Master Gardener Guest        `              $175       _______ 

Additional Conference Opportunities 

Ask‐an‐Expert Training (pre‐register with State Coordinator)                         Yes____   No_____ 
  [indicate if you are pre‐registered]  
Friday Evening State Master Gardener Banquet [seating limited]                      $ 50        _______ 
       (includes Reception at Trumbull Art Gallery featuring 
    “Garden in the Alley”)   
Saturday Luncheon with Will Allen [seating limited]                                                                                  $ 35        _______   
Friday Tours: 

  Wine Country (Ashtabula County)                         $ 75        _______      

     Fellows Riverside Garden                                                                              $ 60        _______ 

  Draime Garden and Villa Maria Tour                           $ 60        _______ 

                   TOTAL DUE          ________  
                                State Master Gardener Banquet MEAL CHOICES 

 

                    

 
     

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS 

  Banquet Meal Choices  Special Dietary Needs: 
______    Beef                                                 __________________________     
______     Chicken                                           __________________________ 
______     Pasta                                                __________________________     
  Saturday Luncheon                        __________________________ 
______    Beef 
______    Ham 
______                  Turkey 

 
 Call hotel vendors directly 

Fairfield Inn, on Route 46 near Eastwood Mall ‐ 330‐544‐5774 ‐ 1 King or 2 Queen $139.00  
                     (mention Master Gardeners: $129.00) 
Holiday Inn Express, on Route 46 near Eastwood Mall ‐ 330‐544‐8807 ‐ $159.90 (very few 
availabilities)    
Magnuson Grand Hotel (former Avalon Inn) on Route 82 ‐ 330‐856‐1900 – King $229, 2 Double 
$119.00, Queen $109.00  
Comfort Inn, Downtown Warren – 330‐393‐1200 ‐ 1 Double $69.99, 2 Doubles $79.99  
                                                                           All hotels offer a Free Hot and Cold Continental Breakfast 
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The Draime Estate/Villa 
Maria Tour (Tour departs at 
11 a.m.)The Draime Estate Gardens distinguishes the 

Kent State University Horticulture program from any other in the 
state and makes it one of the most unique in the country. Started in 
1990, the Draime garden reflects the vision and enthusiasm of 

owners D. Max, '59, and Cecile M. Draime, '58, who gained inspiration for the garden design, plant 
collection, and sculptures from numerous gardening studies and travels to other gardens worldwide.  
Pathways of brick, stone, gravel, turf, and mulch lead from one garden to another, providing 
contrast throughout the entire property as they set the tone for each garden's level of formality and 
simplicity.  Mr. and Mrs. Draime's passion for unusual plants and unique sculpture is very evident in 
each and every garden within the nine acre estate. Three persons were instrumental in making the 
Draime's vision become reality and ultimately became their great friends: architect Thomas Schroth 
designed their home and assisted in developing the general layout of the estate; Jim Gilmore, of J. 
Gilmore Design, oversaw the development and installation of the gardens; and Dennis Lewis Sr., of 
Lewis Construction, was the contractor for all of the major construction projects.  Max and Cil 
Draime partnered with Kent State University in 2003 to form the Draime Estate Gardens as a place 
to provide hands-on learning experiences for Kent State horticulture students, to inspire visitors to 
gain knowledge of and appreciation for plants and sculpture, and to serve as a model of excellence 
in horticulture and landscape management.     
      
 
     Villa Maria is a special place where spirituality meets nature  
and has the been home of the Sisters of the Humility of Mary order  
for over 150 years.  A labyrinth, serene settings, greenhouses,  
agricultural field production, children’s gardens, conference and  
classroom opportunities as well as eco-spirituality and wellness  
programs are just a few of the fascinating finds when visiting the  
Villa Maria.   Lunch and refreshments are included in this tour  
package.     
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Ashtabula Wine Country  
Tour (Tour departs  
promptly at 11 a.m.)    

The Ashtabula Wine Country Tour will visit four Ashtabula 
Wine Country Tour is scheduled to visit four noted wineries and  
grape production sites.  The late morning and afternoon will be packed with informative and  
                                                                      invigorating stops at Chalet Debonne' Vineyards, one of  
                                                                      the premier boutique wineries in the country, this winery  
                                                                      offers tours and tastings along with special events.   
                                                                      Ferrante Winery & Ristorante, a popular spot for year  
                                                                      round dining, Ferrante's mixes authentic Italian cuisine  
                                                                      with award-winning wines. The tour will also stop at  
                                                                      Harpersfield Vineyards and the Virant Family Winery.  
                                                                      Plan for a busy day with the four stops and a chance to  
                                                                      some of the premier wineries in the state as well as               
                                                                      viewing the beautiful vistas of Ashtabula Wine and  
                                                                      Bridge Country.   
 
 
 

Fellows Riverside Garden (Tour Departs at 1 p.m.) 
 Fellows Riverside Gardens is a free public garden 
                                                                       located at the northern end of Mill Creek Park. This  
                                                                       twelve-acre display garden features a landscape of  
                                                                       remarkable beauty with diverse and colorful plant  
                                                                       displays, roses of all classes, seasonal displays of 
                                                                       annuals, perennials, and flowering bulbs, and scenic 
                                                                       vistas. The magnificent D.D. and Velma Davis  
                                                                       Education & Visitor Center makes the Gardens a  
                                                                       destination for all seasons. Fellows Riverside  
                                                                       Gardens is operated by Mill Creek Metro Parks,  
                                                                       attracts over 400,000 visitors a year and is 
                                                                       considered to be one of Ohio’s best public garden 
                                                                       facilities.  Each year over 40,000 bulbs announce the  
arrival of spring. Crocus, tulips, narcissus and other bulbs give forth their joyful colors in abundance. 
Annuals by the thousands replace the bulbs as they subside. Old favorites and new varieties are 
skillfully blended to produce a show that's sure to please.   
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A generous variety of labeled trees and shrubs serve as the background for the many floral  
displays.  Shade trees, flowering trees, shrubs and ground covers of all descriptions combine to 
create smaller gardens within a garden.  Collections of European beech, rhododendrons, hollies, 
                                                        shade plants, herbs, dwarf conifers, perennials and others  
                                                        are displayed for the enjoyment and education of the visitor.  
                                                        Many come just to relax.  Fellows Riverside Gardens is more  
                                                        than a collection of plants: it is a collection of services offered to  
                                                        the public. Gardening courses and volunteer opportunities are 
                                                        available for those who wish to learn about the many aspects of  
                                                        horticulture.  Local artists and photographers come to the 
                                                        Gardens for compositions and inspiration as do many home  
                                                        gardeners.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Villa Maria Farm Production  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                           Draime Estate  

 

 

 

       Ashtabula Bridge Country  
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